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The Ebla tablets provide crucial cultural context for Old Testament narratives,
validating historical details and explaining character actions previously
misunderstood.

• Context: During a historical tour, the speaker explained how the Ebla tablets—
17,000 municipal records from ancient Syria—illuminate the cultural norms behind
biblical stories in Genesis, countering modern misinterpretations and historical
criticisms.

• Key Insight: The tablets validate the historical existence of the five cities of the
plain (Sodom, Gomorrah, etc.), listing them in the same order as the Book of
Genesis.

• Key Insight: Abraham introducing Sarah as his sister was a protective measure, as
a king would have to negotiate a bride price to marry a ‘sister’ but could simply kill a
husband to take his wife.

• Key Insight: Sarah giving Hagar to Abraham to bear a child was a culturally
accepted practice for a wife who could not conceive, not a moral failure by modern
standards.

• Key Insight: Rachel stealing Laban’s household idols was an attempt to gain a
claim to her father’s estate, as possession of the idols signified inheritance rights.

• Action Item: Audience members are encouraged to re-read Genesis chapters 20
and 21 with this new historical context in mind.


