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Analysis of a non-Jerusalem temple site revealed a conflict between religious law
and practical security needs, leading to a broader discussion on theological
concepts.

• Key Insight: A temple site existed outside of Jerusalem to serve soldiers,
necessitated by security concerns that prevented travel for religious holidays.

• Key Insight: This temple’s existence conflicted with scripture, which mandated
sacrifices only occur in Jerusalem, highlighting a historical tension between
religious law and practical reality.

• Key Insight: The timing of Jesus’s crucifixion (9 a.m. and 3 p.m.) is theologically
linked to the daily temple sacrifices (the Tamid).

• Key Insight: A ‘cult’ is defined as a group that adds a new book to scripture for
interpretation, whereas a ‘sect’ elevates a specific belief over all others.

• Action Item: Take photographs of the site after the presentation concludes.
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Analysis of a secondary Jewish temple reveals a practical conflict between religious
law and state security, leading to the creation of an unauthorized but necessary
sacrificial site.

• Key Insight: The temple’s existence demonstrates a historical precedent for
prioritizing state security over strict religious doctrine, creating a ‘cultic’ but
necessary site for sacrifices.

• Risk Identified: Sending all soldiers to Jerusalem for high holidays would leave
critical border regions like Beersheba vulnerable to attack, a risk exemplified by the
1973 Yom Kippur War.

• Decision: The temple was likely dismantled during the religious reforms of King
Hezekiah or King Josiah, who centralized worship in Jerusalem and destroyed
unauthorized sites.

• Action Item: The group is encouraged to take photographs of the archaeological
site after the talk concludes.

• Key Insight: The site’s layout included a Holy of Holies, incense altars, and a
sacrificial altar with a ‘bloodstone’ and channel, confirming its function for animal
sacrifice.


