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A lecture at a 6th-century Byzantine church site explains the significance of Jesus’s
ministry in Gentile territory, focusing on the exorcism of the demoniac and the
feeding of the 4,000.

• Key Insight: Jesus’s crossing to the Gentile side, considered unclean and demonic
by Jews, was a radical act. His encounter with a demoniac from a cemetery further
emphasized this transgression of purity laws.

• Key Insight: The feeding of the 4,000 Gentiles is presented as a direct result of the
first event, where the healed demoniac became the first Gentile missionary,
spreading the word in his region.

• Key Insight: The destruction of the pig herd, a source of local livelihood, led to the
community rejecting Jesus, illustrating how economic concerns can overshadow
spiritual events.

• Key Insight: Specific details in the biblical text, such as the different Greek words
for the baskets used in feeding the 5,000 (Jews) versus the 4,000 (Gentiles), are used
as evidence for two distinct historical events.


