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Jesus effectively used parables and metaphors rooted in the local culture—such as
theater, royal courts, and political conflicts—to make his spiritual teachings relatable
and impactful.

+ Context: The discussion explains how Jesus'’s teachings were not abstract but were
deeply connected to the everyday reality of his audience, leveraging familiar events
and cultural norms as powerful teaching tools.

* Key Insight: Jesus's criticism of the Pharisees as ‘hypocrites’ was a direct reference
to stage actors who wore masks and were announced with trumpets, a metaphor
his audience would have instantly understood.

* Key Insight: Parables about kings, noblemen, and servants (e.g., Luke 19, Matthew
22) were effective because they drew upon common knowledge of royal and
economic life.

* Key Insight: Specific historical events, like Herod Philip’s politically costly divorce
and subsequent war, were used as contemporary examples for teachings, such as
the need to ‘count the cost’ before acting (Luke 14).

* Action Item: The speaker will now take questions from the audience.



