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SITE OVERVIEW

Location: Ancient city site (modern name not explicitly stated); likely Beersheba or
a comparable Negev/southern site based on contextual clues — [SPECULATIVE —
not explicitly confirmed in transcript]

Date of Visit: 2026-02-26 (one day prior to content creation date of 2026-02-27,
inferred from reference to “yesterday” regarding a goat path ascent —
[SPECULATIVE — date not explicitly stated]

Biblical References: No specific chapter/verse citations given; biblical figures
mentioned by name only

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Site associated with multiple major biblical patriarchs and prophets: Abraham,
Hagar, Isaac, Jacob, and Elijah — all referenced in connection with the well at this
location

Elijah specifically connected to an event involving Jezebel, the shutting down of
Baal worship, and calling down fire — likely referencing the narrative of Mount
Carmel (1 Kings 18), with Elijah subsequently fleeing — [exact scriptural citation
not provided by Dr. Schilling]

Masada referenced as a future stop (2026-03-01, two days from content creation
date): associated with the Jewish Zealots’ last stand against Rome

Approximately 960 Zealots fled to Masada, Herod’s desert fortress, following
events in Jerusalem/Judea
Romans constructed a siege ramp and a multi-story battering ram to breach the
fortress walls
Zealots had approximately three years to reinforce defenses but failed to act in
time

• 

• 

• 



Stratigraphy (strata/stratum) discussed in relation to successive civilizations building
upon one another, causing lower strata to collapse — explaining the so-called
“basement house” feature at the site

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE

Casement walls (spelled out by Dr. Schilling: C-A-S-E-M-E-N-T):

Perimeter houses built into the city wall system
In event of attack, interior rooms were packed with stone to reinforce against
battering rams
Physical examples visible and pointed out at the site
Related directly to the Masada siege narrative as an illustrative parallel

“Basement house”: A structure appearing to have a sunken basement level,
explained as a stratum collapse rather than intentional basement construction;
outside mud brick walls visible

Water system: Ancient underground water system with original rock-cut steps,
accessible via descent; identified as a significant engineering achievement

Dr. Schilling expressed admiration for the sophistication of the ancient hydraulic
technology: [SPECULATIVE label: he implies this is pre-medieval genius-level
engineering]

Ancient well: Described as very old; connected to the biblical patriarchs and Elijah

Storage rooms: Long rooms used for storing dried dates, fruits, and agricultural
produce for winter use

Central lookout structure: Large elevated feature allowing views over the
surrounding area

Mud brick construction visible on upper levels above stone foundations

Archaeological dating notation: Dr. Schilling briefly explained the use of BCE
(Before Common Era) and CE (Common Era) by secular archaeologists as an
alternative to BC/AD, noting that both systems reference the same chronological
pivot point

DR. SCHILLING’S KEY POINTS

The ancient city’s upper levels were constructed primarily of mud brick above stone
foundations

The casement wall system was a sophisticated defensive architecture: perimeter
houses could be rapidly filled with stone to resist battering ram attacks; however, the
Masada Zealots failed to execute this in time, resorting instead to filling rooms with
wooden ceiling beams — which the Romans then ignited with fire arrows

The water system represents remarkable ancient engineering, predating medieval
technology

• 
• 

• 
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Secular archaeologists use BCE/CE to avoid implicit reference to Jesus Christ
embedded in BC/AD, though Dr. Schilling notes both systems mark the identical
chronological point

Reflective/devotional aside: Dr. Schilling connected the site visit to the biblical
concept of divine purpose and timing (“for such a time as this” — an allusion to
Esther 4:14, though not explicitly cited)

The Dead Sea mineral railway was noted: transports 10–11 minerals (including
potassium and magnesium) southward from the Dead Sea region to the
Mediterranean for international shipment

GEOGRAPHICAL CONTEXT

Dead Sea referenced nearby; a railroad running from the site south toward the Dead
Sea and west to the Mediterranean was visible

Hotel located just south of the railroad line (as previously noted during bus travel)

Masada identified as the next major stop (2026-03-01), described as a desert fortress
accessible historically only via a narrow goat path — similar terrain to a path
traversed by the group on 2026-02-25

Site lies within a region of strategic agricultural and water resource importance,
evidenced by the water tunnel system and storage infrastructure

QUOTABLE MOMENTS

“Abraham, Hagar, Isaac, Jacob, Elijah — all here. All here.”

“Doesn’t it, guys, make you think — for such a time as this, He put you here right
now, for a reason.”

“If they had the technology then — none of the medieval — this is genius.”

“The zealots could have protected themselves. They had three years to protect
themselves, and they waited until it was too late.”

“It’s interesting — the BCE and CE provide exactly the same point [as BC/AD]. We
just don’t talk about it.”

PERSONAL NOTES

Follow-up questions to consider:

What is the precise biblical site name confirmed by excavation at this location?
Which specific excavation seasons uncovered the casement wall and basement
house?
What is the full scholarly debate around the Masada narrative, particularly the
account of the Zealots’ final decision?

• 
• 

• 



Confirm the exact verse reference Dr. Schilling was alluding to with “for such a
time as this” (likely Esther 4:14)
Clarify spelling/terminology: transcript records “CASENT” — standard
archaeological term is casement

• 

• 
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